Cat carriers come in all shapes and
sizes and it can be difficult to know
what is the best type for your cat.
A cat carrier should be:

large enough so that your cat can
stand up and turn around, as well as sit
or lie comfortably.


easy to clean. Wicker, fabric and
cardboard can be difficult to clean.



secure so the cat cannot escape.
Carriers that fasten shut with zips or
cardboard fastenings are not secure.
lightweight. Some carriers can become
extremely heavy once your cat is inside.





used by only one cat. If you own more than one cat, each cat should its own
carriers.



easy to enter and exit. A door that opens at the front can allow your cat to
voluntarily enter and exit the carrier (see ‘How to train your cat to use a cat
carrier’) and a lid that opens can allow careful placing in and lifting out of cats not
comfortable with voluntarily entering and exiting the carrier.
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A new cat carrier will appear unfamiliar to your cat which can make your cat
wary of it. There are a few things you can do to help your cat feel that the
carrier is a safe, familiar and positive place.






Place familiar bedding that your cat regularly sleeps on in the cat carrier (do not
wash the bedding first). Not only will this entice the cat to use the carrier as a
resting place regularly, it will make the carrier smell of your cat which your cat will
find reassuring.
Position the cat carrier (with the door open or removed) in a quiet and
accessible part of your home so your cat can visit it whenever it likes.
Leave toys and treats in the carrier regularly. This will help your cat to view the
carrier as a nice place to be.
You can spray the synthetic pheromone Feliway® on and in the carrier.
Feliway is a synthetic analogue of the naturally occurring cat pheromones secreted
from the glands in the cheeks and face that provide messages of security and
familiarity.

